
Watershed 1967: India's Forgotten Victory
Over China
The 1967 Cho La and Nathu La clashes were a watershed moment in
India's military history, marking a decisive victory over China and shaping
the course of future relations between the two nations.
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The Prelude

Following the Sino-Indian War of 1962, relations between India and China
remained tense. China continued to claim large tracts of territory in the
Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh, while India refused to recognize
Chinese sovereignty over the Aksai Chin region. In the years leading up to
1967, there were numerous skirmishes and border incidents between the
two countries.

The Cho La Clash
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On September 11, 1967, a group of Chinese soldiers crossed into Indian
territory at Cho La, a pass in the Sikkim Himalayas. They were met by a
detachment of Indian troops led by Major Chewang Rinchen. A fierce battle
ensued, resulting in the deaths of 88 Chinese soldiers and 12 Indian
soldiers. The Indian troops successfully repelled the Chinese advance,
preventing them from gaining control of the pass.

The Nathu La Clash

On October 1, 1967, Chinese troops launched a major offensive at Nathu
La, a pass in the Himalayas between Sikkim and Tibet. They were met by a
strong Indian defense, led by Brigadier Nirmal Chandra Joshi. The battle
raged for several days, with both sides suffering heavy casualties.
Eventually, the Indian troops forced the Chinese to retreat, inflicting heavy
losses on them.

The Aftermath

The Cho La and Nathu La clashes were a significant turning point in India's
military history. They demonstrated that the Indian Army had learned from
the mistakes of the 1962 war and was now capable of defending its borders
against Chinese aggression. The victory also had a profound impact on
Sino-Indian relations, as it showed China that India was not willing to
tolerate any further incursions into its territory.

India's Forgotten Victory

Despite its significance, the 1967 victory is often overlooked in Indian
history. This is due in part to the fact that it came at a time of political
turmoil in India, with the country facing a food crisis and a war with



Pakistan in 1965. As a result, the victory did not receive the same level of
attention as other military achievements in India's history.

The 1967 Cho La and Nathu La clashes were a watershed moment in
India's military history. They marked a decisive victory over China and
shaped the course of future relations between the two nations. Despite its
significance, the victory is often overlooked in Indian history, but it remains
a testament to the bravery and determination of the Indian Army.

Watershed 1967: India's Forgotten Victory Over China
by Annette Insdorf

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 16795 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 212 pages

Made to Order Robots and the Coming
Revolution
Robots are becoming increasingly common in our lives. We see them in
factories, warehouses, and even in our homes. As technology continues
to develop, robots are becoming...
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Making Broadway Dance: Kao Kalia Yang's
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Kao Kalia Yang's journey to Broadway is an inspiring story of
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