
Very Short Introductions: An Exploration of
Oxford University Press's Mini Guides to Big
Ideas

Very Short s (VSI) are a series of concise and accessible books published
by Oxford University Press. Each book is written by a leading expert in the
field and provides a concise overview of a complex subject. VSI books are
perfect for students, general readers, and anyone who wants to learn more
about a particular topic.

The History of Very Short s

The VSI series was launched in 1995 with the publication of The World's
Religions by Ninian Smart. The series quickly became a success, and
today there are over 700 VSI books in print. VSI books have been
translated into over 50 languages and have sold over 20 million copies
worldwide.
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The VSI series is edited by a team of academics from the University of
Oxford. The editors are responsible for commissioning new books and
ensuring that the series maintains its high standards of scholarship and
accessibility.

The Format of Very Short s

VSI books are typically between 100 and 150 pages long. They are written
in a clear and concise style, and they are illustrated with helpful diagrams
and maps. Each book includes a glossary of terms and a bibliography for
further reading.

VSI books are divided into six sections:

: Provides an overview of the topic and explains the key concepts.

History: Examines the history of the topic and its development over
time.

Key Ideas: Explores the central ideas and theories of the topic.

Criticisms: Discusses the criticisms and controversies surrounding
the topic.

Applications: Examines the practical applications of the topic in the
real world.

: Provides a summary of the topic and its significance.

The Benefits of Very Short s

VSI books offer a number of benefits for readers, including:



Conciseness: VSI books are concise and easy to read. They provide
a lot of information in a short amount of time.

Accessibility: VSI books are written in a clear and accessible style.
They are perfect for students, general readers, and anyone who wants
to learn more about a particular topic.

Expertise: VSI books are written by leading experts in the field. They
provide a reliable and up-to-date overview of the latest research.

Affordability: VSI books are affordable. They are available in
paperback and ebook formats.

How to Use Very Short s

VSI books can be used in a variety of ways, including:

As a starting point for research: VSI books can provide a quick and
easy overview of a topic. They can help you to identify key concepts
and theories, and they can point you to further reading.

As a supplement to your studies: VSI books can help you to
understand complex topics in more depth. They can provide additional
context and detail, and they can help you to connect different ideas
together.

As a way to keep up with the latest research: VSI books are
regularly updated to reflect the latest research. They can help you to
stay up-to-date on the latest developments in your field.

For general interest: VSI books are a great way to learn about new
topics and broaden your knowledge. They are perfect for anyone who
wants to learn more about the world around them.



Very Short s are a valuable resource for students, general readers, and
anyone who wants to learn more about a particular topic. They are concise,
accessible, and affordable. They are written by leading experts in the field
and provide a reliable and up-to-date overview of the latest research.

If you are looking for a way to learn more about a particular topic, I highly
recommend checking out the Very Short s series.

Further Reading

Very Short s website

Very Short s on Wikipedia

The Times review of Very Short s
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Made to Order Robots and the Coming
Revolution
Robots are becoming increasingly common in our lives. We see them in
factories, warehouses, and even in our homes. As technology continues
to develop, robots are becoming...

Making Broadway Dance: Kao Kalia Yang's
Journey to Broadway
Kao Kalia Yang's journey to Broadway is an inspiring story of
perseverance, passion, and overcoming adversity. From...
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