
Unveiling the Profound Legacy of Fences: A
Masterpiece by August Wilson

Fences, a Pulitzer Prize-winning play by August Wilson, stands as a
towering masterpiece in American theater. Set in the 1950s Pittsburgh Hill
District, this captivating drama explores the complexities of family,
responsibility, and the bittersweet realities of deferred dreams. Through its
deeply moving characters and thought-provoking themes, Fences has left
an indelible mark on the cultural landscape, resonating with audiences
worldwide.
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The Birth of a Masterpiece

August Wilson, a renowned playwright and poet, penned Fences in 1983. It
is the sixth installment in his celebrated "Pittsburgh Cycle," a collection of
plays that chronicle the African American experience in the 20th century.
Wilson's own childhood spent in Pittsburgh's Hill District deeply influenced
Fences, lending it an authenticity and depth that captivate audiences to this
day.

The Story of a Fractured Family

Fences revolves around the Maxson family, a working-class African
American family struggling to navigate the challenges of postwar America.
Troy Maxson, the patriarch, is a former baseball player haunted by his
missed opportunities. His stubborn pride and unwavering pursuit of respect
often clash with the needs of his family.

Rose Maxson, Troy's devoted wife, is the heart of the family. Despite the
difficulties she endures, Rose remains a beacon of strength and
compassion. Their son, Cory, is a promising athlete who yearns to break
free from his father's suffocating grip. The family dynamics are further
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complicated by Gabriel, Troy's mentally challenged brother, who brings
both joy and sorrow to their lives.

The Themes of Fences

Through its richly drawn characters and poignant narrative, Fences
explores a multitude of universal themes that continue to resonate with
audiences today.

- The Burden of Responsibility: The play delves into the complexities of
responsibility, both personal and societal. Troy Maxson feels a profound
obligation to provide for his family, but his stubbornness and pride often
lead to decisions that have unintended consequences. The play also
explores the responsibility of the individual to challenge systemic
inequalities.

- The Pain of Deferred Dreams: Fences highlights the profound pain that
comes with having dreams shattered. Troy's missed opportunity to play
professional baseball is a constant source of regret. He passes this
bitterness onto Cory, who feels stifled by his father's expectations.

- The Importance of Forgiveness: Despite the pain and conflict that
plague the Maxson family, Fences ultimately conveys the power of
forgiveness. Rose Maxson's unwavering love for Troy leads her to forgive
him for his past transgressions. The play suggests that forgiveness can
heal wounds and bring about reconciliation.

- The Cycles of History: Fences weaves together personal and historical
narratives, demonstrating how past events continue to shape the present.
Troy's experiences as a black man in America in the early 20th century



inform his worldview and his relationship with his family. The play explores
the ways in which history repeats itself, often with tragic consequences.

The Impact of Fences

Fences has had a profound impact on the American theater and beyond. Its
universal themes and deeply moving characters have captivated audiences
worldwide. The play has won numerous prestigious awards, including two
Pulitzer Prizes and three Tony Awards. It has also been adapted into a
successful film directed by Denzel Washington.

Beyond its critical acclaim, Fences has sparked important conversations
about race, family, and the American dream. Its enduring legacy lies in its
ability to illuminate the complexities of human experience and inspire
audiences to reflect on their own lives and the choices they make.

Exploring Fences Through Analysis

A deeper analysis of Fences reveals the intricate craftsmanship and
symbolism that make it such a powerful work of art.

- Characterization: Wilson creates characters that are both deeply flawed
and profoundly human. Troy Maxson's stubborn pride and bitterness are
juxtaposed with his unwavering love for his family. Rose Maxson's strength
and resilience are tempered by her own sacrifices and unfulfilled dreams.
These complex characters drive the plot forward and make the play's
themes all the more relatable.

- Symbolism: Fences is rich in symbolism that adds depth and resonance
to the story. The physical fence that Troy builds around his yard represents



the barriers he erects around his emotions and relationships. The baseball
bat that Cory uses is a symbol of both hope and frustration, representing
his desire to escape his father's shadow and pursue his own dreams.

- Structure: Fences is structured as a series of powerful scenes that build
tension and reveal the characters' inner turmoil. The play's climax, in which
Troy confronts Cory over his decision to play football, is particularly
gripping. Wilson's skillful use of dialogue and dramatic action keeps
audiences on the edge of their seats until the final curtain call.

August Wilson's Fences is a timeless masterpiece that continues to
captivate and inspire audiences around the world. Its exploration of
universal themes, its deeply moving characters, and its powerful symbolism
have cemented its place in the pantheon of great American plays. Fences
is a testament to the transformative power of theater and a reminder of the
enduring human spirit that persists even in the face of adversity. By delving
into the complexities of family, responsibility, and the bittersweet realities of
deferred dreams, Fences leaves a lasting impact that transcends time and
culture.
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