
The Piano Lesson by August Wilson: A
Masterpiece of American Theater
August Wilson's The Piano Lesson is a powerful and moving play that
explores the complex relationship between race, history, and family in
America. Set in Pittsburgh in 1936, the play tells the story of the Charles
family, who are struggling to come to terms with their past and their
present.

The play opens with Boy Willie, the headstrong and ambitious younger
brother, returning home after spending time in prison. He has come to claim
the family piano, which was promised to him by his father. However, his
sister Berniece, who has been caring for the piano since their father's
death, refuses to give it up. She believes that the piano is a symbol of their
family's history and culture, and that it should remain in the family home.
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The conflict between Boy Willie and Berniece sets the stage for a powerful
exploration of the different ways in which African Americans have dealt with
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the legacy of slavery. Boy Willie represents the desire to move on from the
past and embrace the future, while Berniece represents the importance of
preserving one's history and culture. Through their struggle, the play
explores the complex and often contradictory ways in which race, history,
and family shape our lives.

In addition to its powerful themes, The Piano Lesson is also a beautifully
written play. Wilson's language is rich and lyrical, and his characters are
complex and believable. The play is full of humor, heartbreak, and hope,
and it is sure to stay with you long after you see it.

Characters

The characters in The Piano Lesson are all complex and well-developed.
Each character has their own unique motivations and desires, and they all
play an important role in the play's exploration of race, history, and family.

The main characters in the play are:

Boy Willie: The headstrong and ambitious younger brother, who
returns home after spending time in prison. He is determined to claim
the family piano, which he believes is rightfully his.

Berniece: The older sister, who has been caring for the piano since
their father's death. She is a strong and independent woman, and she
believes that the piano is a symbol of their family's history and culture.

Doaker: The uncle, who is a wise and gentle man. He is a former
slave, and he has a deep understanding of the history of slavery and
its impact on African Americans.



Avery: The cousin, who is a young and idealistic man. He is eager to
learn about his family's history, and he is determined to make a
difference in the world.

Themes

The Piano Lesson explores a number of complex and important themes,
including:

Race: The play explores the different ways in which race shapes the
lives of African Americans. The characters in the play struggle with
issues of racism, discrimination, and identity.

History: The play also explores the importance of history, and the
different ways in which the past can impact the present. The
characters in the play are all shaped by their family history, and they
must come to terms with the legacy of slavery.

Family: The play explores the complex relationships between family
members. The characters in the play love each other, but they also
have their conflicts and disagreements. The play shows how family
can be a source of both strength and support, and how it can also be a
source of pain.

Setting

The Piano Lesson is set in Pittsburgh in 1936. This was a time of great
change for African Americans in the United States. The Great Migration
was underway, and millions of African Americans were moving from the
rural South to the urban North. Pittsburgh was one of the major
destinations for African American migrants, and it was a city where they
could find jobs, education, and a sense of community.



The play's setting is important because it helps to shape the characters'
experiences. The characters in the play are all affected by the Great
Migration, and they are all struggling to find their place in a changing world.

Style

August Wilson's writing style is characterized by its rich and lyrical
language. He uses vivid imagery and evocative language to create a sense
of time and place. His characters are complex and believable, and his
dialogue is often full of humor, heartbreak, and hope.

The Piano Lesson is a beautifully written play that explores important and
complex themes. The play is sure to stay with you long after you see it.

The Piano Lesson is a masterpiece of American theater. The play explores
the complex relationship between race, history, and family in America. The
characters are well-developed and believable, and the themes are relevant
and important. The play is sure to stay with you long after you see it.
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