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A Visionary's Beginning

In the annals of aviation history, the name Robert Six stands tall as a
pioneer who transformed the industry's landscape. Born in 1907, Six
possessed an unwavering belief in the transformative power of air travel. In
1934, amidst the Great Depression's economic turmoil, he founded
Continental Airlines with a single five-passenger Stinson plane and a
modest investment.
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Early Struggles and the Birth of a Niche

Continental's early years were marked by financial challenges and fierce
competition from established airlines. Six, however, remained steadfast in
his belief in the potential of regional air travel. Recognizing the demand for
shorter-haul flights, he pivoted Continental's focus to connecting smaller
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cities within the Southwest. This strategy proved successful, establishing
Continental as a reliable and affordable regional carrier.

Continental Airlines' first aircraft, a Stinson plane

Harnessing Technology for Growth

As the aviation industry evolved, Six recognized the importance of
technological advancements. In the 1950s, Continental became an early
adopter of the jet engine, significantly reducing flight times and distances.
Six also saw the potential in the newly developed Boeing 747, the "jumbo
jet." Continental's purchase of several 747s expanded its reach to
transatlantic routes, solidifying its position as a major player in international
air travel.
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Navigating Regulatory Headwinds

The deregulation of the airline industry in the late 1970s brought new
challenges and opportunities for Continental. Amidst intense competition,
Six steered the airline through a series of mergers and acquisitions,
including the notable acquisition of People Express Airlines in 1987. These
strategic moves positioned Continental as a dominant force in the
Northeast and solidified its presence in several major hubs.

A Legacy of Excellence and Innovation

Under Six's visionary leadership, Continental Airlines became renowned for
its high-quality service, operational efficiency, and unwavering commitment
to innovation. Six implemented groundbreaking strategies such as the
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"hub-and-spoke" system, which involved connecting multiple flights to a
central hub, significantly reducing travel times and costs. Continental also
invested heavily in employee training and development, fostering a culture
of excellence throughout the organization.

Challenges and Transformation

In the early 2000s, Continental faced financial difficulties amidst rising fuel
costs and increased competition. However, the airline remained resilient,
embracing new strategies to streamline operations and reduce expenses.
In 2010, Continental merged with United Airlines, creating one of the
world's largest airlines. Under the United brand, Continental's legacy of
innovation and customer service continues to shape the industry.

Six's Enduring Impact

The impact of Robert Six on the aviation industry cannot be overstated. His
entrepreneurial spirit, visionary leadership, and unwavering belief in the
potential of air travel transformed Continental Airlines into a global aviation
giant. Six's legacy continues to inspire generations of industry leaders and
serves as a testament to the power of innovation, perseverance, and a
relentless pursuit of excellence.

“ "Bob Six was a true visionary and a pioneer in the aviation
industry. His leadership and determination shaped Continental
Airlines into the successful and respected global carrier that it
became." -Continental Airlines Museum”



The story of Robert Six and Continental Airlines is a captivating tale of
innovation, perseverance, and entrepreneurial spirit. Six's unwavering
belief in the transformative power of air travel, combined with his astute
business acumen and ability to navigate challenges, transformed
Continental into a global aviation powerhouse. His legacy continues to
inspire and shape the future of the aviation industry, serving as a testament
to the enduring impact of visionaries who dared to dream and make the
world a more connected place.
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Made to Order Robots and the Coming
Revolution
Robots are becoming increasingly common in our lives. We see them in
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to develop, robots are becoming...
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