
Season of Blood: A Rwandan Journey into
Darkness and Redemption
In the heart of Africa, amidst the lush green hills of Rwanda, a darkness
descended in 1994 that forever changed the course of history. The
Rwandan genocide, a horrific eruption of ethnic violence, claimed the lives
of nearly one million people in a matter of months, leaving an unimaginable
scar on the nation's soul.

Lt. Col. Laurent Bushaija, a Tutsi survivor of the genocide, witnessed the
unfolding horror firsthand. As a high-ranking military officer, he found
himself trapped in a nightmare where friends and neighbors turned against
him, driven by a hateful propaganda that fueled a thirst for blood.
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"I saw people I had known for years, people I had shared meals with,
suddenly transformed into killers," recalls Bushaija. "They hacked their
neighbors to death with machetes, burned their homes, and raped their
women. It was a season of blood that I will never forget."
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Bushaija's story is a powerful and poignant account of survival amid
unimaginable adversity. Throughout the 100 days of the genocide, he
fought for his life, hiding in the forests and evading capture by the Hutu
militia. He witnessed the deaths of loved ones, the destruction of his
community, and the collapse of his nation.

Yet, amidst the darkness, a glimmer of hope emerged. As the genocide
raged, Bushaija encountered individuals who risked their own lives to
protect him. Hutu neighbors hid him in their homes, providing him with food
and shelter. Strangers offered him safe passage, helping him to escape the
clutches of his pursuers.

These acts of compassion, performed at great personal risk, sustained
Bushaija's belief in the resilience of the human spirit. "Even in the darkest
of times, there are always those who choose to stand up for what is right,"
he says. "They are the true heroes of our story."

In the aftermath of the genocide, Bushaija dedicated his life to healing the
wounds of his nation. He founded the "Season of Blood" initiative, a non-
profit organization that promotes reconciliation and forgiveness among
Rwandans. Through educational programs, community dialogue, and victim
support, Bushaija works tirelessly to ensure that the horrors of the past are
never forgotten, but also that they do not define the future.

"Forgiveness is not about condoning what happened," explains Bushaija. "It
is about choosing to let go of the anger and hatred that can consume you.
It is about choosing to heal, to move forward, and to build a better future for
our children."



The journey of forgiveness is a difficult one, but Bushaija believes it is
essential for Rwanda's recovery. "We cannot build a just and peaceful
society without confronting the past and finding a way to reconcile with
each other," he says.

Over the past two decades, Rwanda has made significant progress in
rebuilding after the genocide. The country has experienced economic
growth, political stability, and a return to relative peace. Yet, the scars of the
past remain, and the process of healing is ongoing.

The story of Rwanda is a complex and tragic one, but it is also a story of
resilience and hope. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, the
human spirit can triumph over adversity. And it is a reminder that
forgiveness, though difficult, is possible and essential for building a better
future.

Lt. Col. Laurent Bushaija's journey is a testament to the power of
forgiveness and the indomitable spirit of the Rwandan people. His story is a
beacon of hope, inspiring us to believe that even after the most horrific
atrocities, healing and reconciliation are possible.

The "Season of Blood" initiative continues to make a positive impact in
Rwanda, helping to promote understanding, empathy, and forgiveness. By
supporting this organization, we can all contribute to the healing process
and ensure that the legacy of the Rwandan genocide is one of resilience,
reconciliation, and hope.
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