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Jubilee Margaret Walker (1918-1993) was an African American poet,
educator, and activist who left an indelible mark on American literature and
education. Her powerful words and unwavering commitment to social
justice continue to inspire generations.

Early Life and Education

Jubilee Margaret Walker was born on June 21, 1918, in Eatonton, Georgia.
Her parents, Robert and Louvenia Walker, were sharecroppers who
instilled in her a strong work ethic and a love of learning. She attended Oak
Park School, a small, rural school, and excelled in her studies.

In 1934, Walker enrolled at Spelman College in Atlanta, where she majored
in English. She was an active student, participating in debates and literary
clubs. In her senior year, she won the Spelman College Poetry Prize for her
poem "For My People," which would later become one of her most famous
works.

Literary Career

After graduating from Spelman College, Walker moved to New York City,
where she began her literary career. She published her first collection of
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poems, "For My People," in 1942. The book was a critical and commercial
success, and established Walker's reputation as a rising star in the world of
poetry.

Walker's poetry was often characterized by its powerful imagery, its
exploration of the African American experience, and its commitment to
social justice. She was a prolific writer, and published several other
collections of poetry, including "A Poetic Equation: Conversations Between
Nikki Giovanni and Margaret Walker" (1974) and "On Being Female, Black,
and Free" (1992).

In addition to poetry, Walker also wrote several novels, including "Jubilee"
(1966),a historical epic that tells the story of a young African American girl's
coming-of-age during the Civil War. "Jubilee" was a critical and commercial
success, and remains a classic of African American literature.

Educator and Activist

Walker was not only a gifted writer but also an inspiring educator and
activist. She taught at several universities, including Fisk University,
Howard University, and Yale University. She was also a tireless advocate
for civil rights and social justice.

In 1960, Walker co-founded the Institute of the Black World at Atlanta
University. The institute was dedicated to promoting the study of African
American history and culture. Walker also played a leading role in the Black
Power movement, and was a close associate of Stokely Carmichael and
other key figures.

Legacy



Jubilee Margaret Walker was a true pioneer in the world of literature,
education, and activism. Her powerful words and unwavering commitment
to social justice have left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire and
empower generations.

Walker's work has been widely acclaimed and honored. She received
numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1949 for her
poem "For My People." In 1993, she was awarded the National Medal of
Arts from President Bill Clinton.

Today, Walker's legacy lives on through her writing, her teaching, and her
activism. She continues to be celebrated as a trailblazing figure who made
a significant contribution to American literature and culture.
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