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The Flint Justice Forged Alliance (FJFA) is a powerful coalition of
organizations and individuals dedicated to fighting for justice in Flint,
Michigan. Forged in the crucible of the Flint water crisis, FJFA has become
a beacon of hope for a community that has endured decades of
environmental racism, economic disinvestment, and political neglect.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Flint Justice Forged
Alliance, its mission, history, key initiatives, and the impact it has made on
the Flint community. Through a combination of advocacy, community
organizing, and legal action, FJFA has brought about significant change
and accountability, while empowering Flint residents to take ownership of
their future.

Background: The Flint Water Crisis
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The Flint water crisis, which began in 2014, was a major public health
disaster that exposed the deep-seated systemic issues facing the city of
Flint. In an effort to save money, the city switched its water source from
Lake Huron to the Flint River, despite warnings from experts that the river
water was unsafe. As a result, thousands of Flint residents were exposed to
lead and other contaminants in their drinking water, leading to a range of
health problems, including learning disabilities, developmental delays, and
skin rashes.

The water crisis brought national attention to the plight of Flint and
galvanized the community to demand accountability. In the aftermath of the
crisis, FJFA emerged as a collective voice for Flint residents, demanding
justice and advocating for long-term solutions to the city's challenges.

Mission and Goals

The mission of the Flint Justice Forged Alliance is "to work together to
create a just and equitable Flint where all residents have access to clean
water, healthy food, safe housing, and economic opportunity." To achieve
this mission, FJFA focuses on the following core goals:

Advocacy: FJFA advocates for policies that address the root causes
of injustice in Flint, such as poverty, racism, and environmental
degradation.

Community Organizing: FJFA empowers Flint residents to take
ownership of their community and advocate for their own needs.

Legal Action: FJFA uses legal strategies to hold accountable those
responsible for the water crisis and other injustices.



Key Initiatives

Through its various initiatives, FJFA has made significant progress towards
its goals. Some of the key initiatives include:

Water Justice: FJFA has played a leading role in the fight for clean
water in Flint. The coalition has advocated for the replacement of lead
pipes, provided bottled water to residents, and educated the
community about the health risks of lead exposure.

Health Justice: FJFA has worked to address the health impacts of the
water crisis and other environmental hazards facing Flint residents.
The coalition has partnered with healthcare providers to provide
medical screenings, lead testing, and other health services.

Economic Justice: FJFA recognizes that economic justice is essential
for a just and equitable Flint. The coalition has advocated for job
creation, affordable housing, and other policies that empower Flint
residents to improve their economic well-being.

Environmental Justice: FJFA believes that environmental justice is a
fundamental right. The coalition has worked to address the legacy of
industrial pollution in Flint and advocate for policies that protect the
environment and public health.

Community Empowerment: FJFA is committed to empowering Flint
residents to take ownership of their community and advocate for their
own needs. The coalition provides training, resources, and support to
community groups and individuals.

Impact



The Flint Justice Forged Alliance has had a profound impact on the Flint
community. Through its advocacy, community organizing, and legal action,
FJFA has brought about significant change:

Clean Water: FJFA's advocacy has contributed to the replacement of
thousands of lead pipes in Flint, resulting in a significant reduction in
lead levels in the city's water supply.

Health Improvements: FJFA's health initiatives have helped to
improve the health outcomes of Flint residents affected by the water
crisis. The coalition's partnership with healthcare providers has
ensured that residents have access to the medical care they need.

Economic Development: FJFA's advocacy for economic justice has
led to increased investment in Flint. The coalition has supported the
creation of jobs and the development of affordable housing.

Environmental Protection: FJFA's work on environmental justice has
helped to raise awareness about the legacy of industrial pollution in
Flint. The coalition has advocated for policies that protect the
environment and public health.

Community Empowerment: FJFA has empowered Flint residents to
take ownership of their community and advocate for their own needs.
The coalition's training and resources have helped to build a strong
and engaged community.

The Flint Justice Forged Alliance is a powerful force for justice in Flint,
Michigan. Through its unwavering commitment to advocacy, community
organizing, and legal action, FJFA has brought about significant change
and accountability, while empowering Flint residents to take ownership of



their future. As the city continues to rebuild and recover from the water
crisis and other challenges, FJFA will undoubtedly remain at the forefront of
the fight for justice and equity.
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